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islands south of Kyushu, and have had equal trouble in the
north. They have no idea whether they will be able to
carry on or not, but everything is being done to make it
possible by some, and impossible by other Japanese.
There is a strong element in Japan which is willing to
work with Christianity, and that element is to be found
in the Government offices. There is, however, an equally
strong element closely connected with the army, which
does not wish this to be allowed. This particular side of
the army is to be found more in the colonies, where
persecution is systematic. In Manchukuo, they have
forced the best missionaries to leave the country, and
have made the lives of others almost unbearable. There
are cases where missionaries have placed the veiled photo-
graph of the Emperor in the chapel, because they felt it the
most suitable place to enshrine it, and were informed that on
those days when the Emperor's photograph was to be
shown and the veil removed, the figures and pictures of
Christ and his Saints must themselves be covered.
No one is certain what will happen, and in Japan, as
well as in China, the Pope is doing all he can to encourage
the ordination of Japanese themselves as priest, so as to
get away from the suggestion that Catholicism is a
Western religion meant to help, politically, the Western
powers that profess it.
There is an old story in Japan that a missionary over
three hundred years ago told the Japanese that Christianity
was only the vanguard of Western influence. As a result
the whole of Japan was closed for nearly three hundred
years to all foreign countries and Christianity became
practically dead. To-day there is quite a risk of something
similar happening; and Catholics and others need a very